
        Statistics 
On water and sanitation 

 

884 million people in the world do not have access to safe water. This is roughly one in eight of the world's 

population. (WHO/UNICEF) 

2.6 billion people in the world do not have access to adequate sanitation, this is almost two fifths of the world's 

population. (WHO/UNICEF) 

1.4 million children die every year from diarrhea caused by unclean water and poor sanitation - 4,000 child deaths 

a day or one child every 20 seconds. (WHO/WaterAid) 

 
The integrated approach of providing water, sanitation and hygiene reduces the number of deaths caused by 

diarrhoeal diseases by an average of 65%. (WHO) 

The weight of water that women in Africa and Asia carry on their heads is commonly 20kg, the same as the 

average UK airport luggage allowance. (HDR) 

The average person in the developing world uses 10 litres of water every day for their drinking, washing and 
cooking. (WSSCC) The average European uses 200 litres of water every day for their drinking, washing and 
cooking. North Americans use 400 litres. 
 
97.5% of the earth's water is saltwater. If the world's water fitted into a bucket, only one teaspoonful would be 

drinkable. (HDR) 

443 million school days are lost each year due to water-related diseases (world bank) 

Almost two in three people lacking access to clean water survive on less than $2 a day, with one in three living on 

less than $1 a day. (World Bank) 

The poor are especially hard hit. A child born in Europe or the United States is 520 times less likely to die from 

diarrhoeal disease than an infant in sub-Saharan Africa, where only 36 per cent of the population can access 

hygienic sanitation. (Unicef) 

Women and girls are the “water haulers” of the world. On average, women and girls in developing countries walk 

6 kilometers a day, carrying 20 litres of water, greatly reducing the time they have for other productive work or 

for girls to attend school. 

A cost-benefit analysis undertaken by the World Health Organization found that every $1 invested in achieving the 

Millennium Development targets on water and sanitation would yield returns between $3-$34 depending on the 

region. (Unicef) 

$46 billion - Amount spent per year globally on bottled water  



Unsafe water and lack of basic sanitation cause 80% of diseases and kill more people every year than all forms of 

violence, including war. (Charity Water)  

In Africa alone, people spend 40 billion hours every year just walking for water. Women and children usually bear 

the burden of water collection, walking miles to the nearest source, which is unprotected and likely to make them 

sick (Charity Water).  

In areas where gathering water is impossible, small-scale private water distributors charge full market prices, 

forcing the poorest households to spend up to 11% of their income on life's most basic need (Charity Water). 

Feeding our world takes up to 90% of our freshwater withdrawals but many people in developing nations still 

don't have access to enough water for irrigation. When a water project is built in a community, members can 

often use the new water source to grow small gardens near their homes and secure their own food 

supply. (Charity Water).  

The United Nations Development Programme estimates the cost of meeting the MGD to be about $10 billion a 

year.” Again, that is for water and sanitation for half of those lacking. They add that the figure “…represents less 

than five days’ worth of global military spending and less than half what rich countries spend each year on 

mineral water.” The same report estimates that “universal access (to water and sanitation) would raise this figure 

to $20–$30 billion…” and that not addressing the problem will “…cost roughly nine times more than resolving it. 

(Living Water International). 

The average washing machine uses about 41 gallons per load (Earth 911).  

Leaky faucets that drip at the rate of one drip per second can waste more than 3,000 gallons of water each year.  

(Earth 911). 

 A five-minute shower uses 10 to 25 gallons of water (Earth 911).  

Americans consume an estimated 1,500 water bottles per second.  You can fill up to five, one-gallon jugs with 

water from your tap for about one cent (Earth 911).  

 


